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The  Sedgwick-Sand  Draws  Watershed 
is  located  in  the  northeast  part  of  Colorado 
and  the  southwest  comer  of  Nebraska. 

The  watershed  covers  approximately  104 
square  miles.  Almost  50  square  miles  of  the 
watershed  are  in  Sedgwick  County,  Colorado; 
17  square  miles  are  in  Cheyenne  County, 
Nebraska;  and  37  square  miles  are  in  Deuel 
County,  Nebraska. 

Twenty  percent  of  the  watershed  is  irrigated 
cropland;  41  percent  is  non-irrigated  crop- 
land; 36  percent  is  rangeland;  and  3 percent 
is  miscellaneous  land  use.  Ninety  percent 
is  privately  owned  land;  the  remaining 
10  percent  is  state-owned. 

The  objective  of  the  project  was  to  reduce 
damage  from  floodwater,  erosion  and  sedi- 
ment, to  agricultural  lands,  crop  irrigation 
systems,  wildlife  habitat,  roads,  railroads, 
farmsteads  and  the  Town  of  Ovid,  Colorado. 
Benefits  derived  from  the  project  are  mostly 
onsite  benefits:  soil  and  water  conservation; 
improved  food  and  cover  for  wildlife;  and 
reduced  runoff,  erosion  and  sedimentation. 

Approximately  1,600  acres  of  additional 
forage  is  now  available  to  landowners  and 
wildlife  as  the  result  of  reduced  wildfires. 

Structural  measures  in  the  watershed  consist 
of  eight  single-purpose  floodwater  retarding 
structures,  three  grade  stabilization  struc- 
tures, eight  miles  of  flood  ways  and  10  canal 
inlet  structures.  Average  flood  damage 
reduction  benefits  are  estimated  at  $13,210 
annually. 
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Revised  Project  Installation  Costs 
Sedgwick-Sand  Draws  Watershed 
Colorado  and  Nebraska 


WATERSHED  IMPROVEMENTS 

COSTS 

Land  Treatment 

Cropland 

$ 

685,650 

Rangeland 

116,800 

Individual  Practices 
Fire  Control 

Colorado 

33,100 

Nebraska 

10,000 

Tree  Planting 

Nebraska 

4,000 

Technical  Assistance 

Colorado 

37,000 

Nebraska 

15,600 

Total  Land  Treatment 

$ 

902,150 

Structural  Measures 
Construction 
Floodwater 

Retarding  Structures 

5,561,866 

Floodways 

Ovid 

173,362 

Floodway  1 

1,259,690 

Floodway  2 

2,320,952 

Subtotal  (Construction) 

$ 

9,315,870 

Engineering  Services 

2,042,337 

Project  Administration 

2,367,214 

Other  Costs  (Land  Rights) 

205,400 

Total  Structural  Measures 

$ 13,930,821 

Total  Projects  Costs 


$ 14,832,971 


Water  control  structure  to  transport  water 
from  Highline  Canal  into  Floodway  No.  1 


Finished  seeding  and  mulching  operation  on  face  of 
dam , with  concrete  riser  for  primary  spillway  in  view 


Seeding  pool  area  upstream  from  dam 
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SPONSORS 


Sponsors  cooperated  with  and  received 
assistance  from  the  following  organizations: 

Natural  Resources 
Conservation  Service 
(formerly  Soil  Conservation  Service) 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

COLORADO 

Sedgwick  County 
Soil  Conservation  District 

Sedgwick-Sand  Draws 
Water  Conservancy  District 

Sedgwick  County 
Board  of  Commissioners 

Julesburg  Irrigation  District 

Town  Council  of  Ovid 

Colorado  State 
Soil  Conservation  Board 

NEBRASKA 

South  Platte 

Natural  Resources  District 


The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits 
discrimination  in  its  programs  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national 
origin,  sex,  religion,  age,  disability,  political  beliefs  and  marital 
or  familial  status.  (Not  all  prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.) 
Persons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative  means  for  com- 
munication of  program  information  (Braille,  large  print,  audio- 
tape,  etc.)  should  contact  the  USDA  Office  of  Communications 
at  (202)  720-5881  (voice)  or  (202)  720-7808  (TDD).  To  file 
a complaint,  write  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250,  or  call  (202)  720-7327 
(voice)  or  (202)  690-1538  (TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal  employ- 
ment opportunity  employer. 
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